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Tn my edltoriel for VECTOR 8 ome of the things that I aovered
wag the purpose and aims of the BSFA es I saw tham. None of the
letters that I have received have disputed those conclusiohs so
this time I intend to carry on Ifrom where I left off, mand consider
how these alms may be achievoed. The first of those maims was the
rooruitment of new members for af Fendom. Since most of the psople
who enter Fandom do so by way of sf it follows that the BSFA, by
gathering togethsr thoss interssted in sf, considerably reduces
the size of the groug within which new feaos must be sought. The
agtual seeking mugt be done by individuels. Either by BSFA reader
membera hearing of Fandon and ettempting to find out more about it,

or by fans searching the BSFA membership fotr potential fans. A
good example of the latter 1s our sacretary, Ella Parker, who has
sent out semple copies of her fanzine to BSFA non-fan members end
glven them ovaery encouragement to mect fans and seo if they would
1ike to Join in. ZQuita a fow of tham have.

The other aim of tho esccolation, which I mysolf consider more
importent, is that of promoting tho wrlting and publication of good
af. This can be done ir a runbor of ways. Firstly since tho major
oriterion of "goocdnoas"” far tho publisher { and possibly aelao for
the writer) is how many coples arc sold, individuals can influence
them by only buying what theythink is good sf. The aesscciation cen
bhelp hore by providing, in VECTOR, good criticsl reviews of the
current sf books end magazines.

As well es this ths association can, when and where necesaary,
maks direct repregentations to the publishsrs about any major dis-
satisfeotions such es, for instance, the tendancy of some publish-
ars to attempt to bonst sales by sploing the text and illustrations
of their books with near pornogrephio incidents. These incidentsa
are rarely integral to the story and indeed there have heen cases
recontly where oldar storios have been reissusd with pages of such
matorial droppod in almost at random. This not only spoils tho
atory, it san also glve e false Llmpression to the general publio
as to the worth af stf.

The third way in which the assoolation c¢an hslg sf is by aid-
ing new writers. Most sf enthusissts must, at one time or snother,
have thought of writing, or aotually written, sf. Unfortunately,
hare in Pritien, the merkat is none too large end the standards
high, and there is no sf aeguivilant of the little literary magazines

.



in which the budding mainstream writer finds his fest, VECTOR, I
feel, could help to fill this gap; so if any of the members would
like to try their hands at writing here's their chance. I already
have one such story which will probably appear in VECTOR 10 {(all
being well) and T wor't say ne to rore. The sume goes for arte
work. When I do run such storises I feei that c¢onstructive crit-
iclsm from msmbers would be most welcome. Let's all do our best
to see that sf will continue to thrive and improve.

Ons ©f our members, Fthel Lindsay, who iz a member of the
Science Fiction Book Club, has passed ontce me the correapondonce
she had with the SFES over their bock choices. PBriefly she com-
plained that the future choices included & story that had been
gerielised in Mew Worlds end mlso thet there were too many coll-
gotions of stories. 3ince she c¢ollects the magazinos she has most
of these storles mlreoady and is thorefore just gotting duplicates.
She also indicated that zlec would like to sec a few more of the
older, now out of print and uncbtaingble, af books roprinted.

Part of the reply went as follows

"ifhat you say is of courso perfectly true - but T'd like you
to hear our side of the case, if you will. Then SFBC first started
we were able to got such books as Earth Abidcs and Staploden's
Last and First Mag; books of a quality which It hes been hard to

recoantly. e last c¢ouple of years have seen & general slump
in science fiotion, and until in fact only two or three months ago
we were able to find almost no books worth doing in the club. Who
wotld yoo rather te - a membsr who gets a yoar's supply of trashy
rubbish, or a member (who mey aot nacessarily see the magazines)
yho gets a year's good reeding?®

1 wes mygelf once & membey of the SFBC but I left for some-
what similar reasons. I found that of the choices about one in
avery three or four was what T wanted and the rest of no interest,
This meant that effectively I was buying & ¢lub edition of a book
I wanted mt near original price. The reason for this state of
affairs is quite obvious, =i is such & wide field that fans seldon
like the whole range. One suggestion that I could meke is that
the c¢lub reprint more booke dealing with sf rather than reprinting
sf itself. Such books as Knight's "In S3earch of Wonder"”, de Camp}
"Seience Fiction Handbook" and the symposium "Modern Science
Fiction" spring to mind. 4lso the 'picture-books' such ms the
Bonestall ¢ollections or the Clarke-Smith *Exploration of the Moon™,

Another point that Bthol preoposed for my considoration {and
for yours' algo} is - hkow many BSFA members belong to the SFBC,
how many 4id and then left, and why did they leave? What do the
surrent members think about the club, are they satisfied or not,
and if not, why not?

The sf book ¢lud is a good idea, but with such a minority
interest to survive it must satisfy the bulk of the fans. The best
way to ensuré thia is for the customsr to gtate his wants ~ so
how about it%

PSIENCE PART TI
Severel people have picked me up on my stetemonts concerning
the psi powers in YECTOR 8. Of them John Fhillifent has gone inte
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most detail and I'1ll guote from his letter and then comment and
try to clear up a few points. Like everyone slse who mentioned

it John seems to have grasped the wrong and of the stick. I
didn't deny the existence of psi, I morely requested more gi!g%
information about the workiogs of the Hieronymous machine. eve
got such information since then but more of that later. First
John's letter. 1In it he gives a falrly conclsc and reasonable
explanation of what he belisves psl is. I'll just quote & brief
extract to illustrate.

“Thg 'Juice' they (thess maechines) use 1s somothing that has
been called evon more pamées thair 8f, but the commonest is 'faith',
Now thats a bad word to soientific gents, as it is something they
can’t measura, or weigh, or out up into samples.”

I agree but tho Hleronymous machine, and others, now provides
a way 1n which the psl rorcos cen be studlied scientifically.
Magnetism for 1nstance can only be measured by its influence on
material objeotz, and then only on some, not ell. Effects can be
studied scientifically whether they are the movements of iron
filings or the 'stickiness’ of & polystyrene plate. The study of
pol cap ba considared by analogy with the other senaes, sight for
instance. Light phenomens wors first studied with the unaided
eya, then with the eyo eided by artifiecial lnstruments and then
by instruments completoly divorced from man. With sach stage
came greater ascuracy, more informetion, more undorstandiag.
Ditto for sound. Touoh, taste, end amell are just emerging from
the first stage. So is psi., The Hleronymous machine plus &
human operator is apparently a means of detocting and measuring(?)
psi phonomena. Before e theory of psi can be formed facts must
be collected, experiments performed. This is what I was esking
ebout, Once we had to rely on humen evidonce, mow we ¢an have
humen plus mechine evidence - maybe one day we may have machine
ovidence alone.

From Een Cheslin I %ainad some information about the tests
that he and the rest of the Stourdridge group carried out. T
have lenrnsd that the sticky sensstion cocurs only on the reading
and dces not fadae in or out as the reading is approached. Also
that readings are consistant for a single individual but there is
no obvious coyelation between the readings obtained by two people
for the same objoot. Thats as far as I've got, if anyone has
any meore information to add, please write,

FLYING SAUCERY. X
one of the recent Friday night mectings Bllia drew the
attontion of myself and a few others to the fact that the Aetherius

Soclety was intending to hold a Flying Seaucer Coavention on the
24 and 25th of September in Londén. She suggested that sinoe
this wes a subject of lnteresat to us we should attend. About aix
of ug turned up for the Sunday afternoon and evening sessions.
Frlor to attending I had heard of tho Astherius Soclety and hed
assumed that it was just ancther flying saucer group. You know
the type of thing I mean - UF0's exlst, they are apace ships from
other planets snd thoir occupants do contact us., I've rersly
underestimated a group by so much!
I think that the bost way %0 deal with this acoount is
S



chronologically. I errived late at the afternoon session and

came in after the start of a lecture by a lr. Baker of South Africe
entitled “Flying Saucers throughout the Ages¥. The buik of the
lecture was taken up with 8 streighi-forwerd astronomical telk
about the size of the universe ent quotations from Fred Hoyle's
books tu pruve the existonee of life in many places in the galaxy.
Then he asserted tha®t all things from ntoms to gelaxies are elive

( I've no quarrel witn thle sinee it is merely a mattor of definit-
ion and hexce not veally opcrn to argument}. i only two saucers
mentioned wero Ecekicl's chariot of fire ana tho incidsnt in which
Captain tiant2ll died. Scversl poople theon gavo their own beliefs
about the saucars.

By this timc it hod vecowe obviovas to mc thot this was a
religious cult more then anythirz olse. Gecrge King, the leader
of the societyi{cnd its founder), 1s eppareatly in contact with
extraterrestrials with nawes likae Mtherius, liors Sector6é and ilars
8ector ¥ and even Jesus Chrisk! The latter indeed has handed
down telepathicoliy, to George ¥ing, a postseript to the Sermon
on the Mount called "The Twelve Blessings'.

According to these Cosmie Iasters, and Saint Goo Ling (of
Tibet), in 12 yeers tiue the Eerth ic dQue to wndergo o Cosnic
Initlstion in order o move intc a new era, During this initiation
the Farth will flip on its axis and the icrosphore will be Temoved
to aliow 100 per cept Cosmic Energy %o rorch us.

To epsure that this initistion goes suvothly and so that all
are prevared the socflety is runring Grawstiop Sterlight. One of
the activities carried ovt for thic is the 'ekarging' of selectad
mountains. This involves perforeing certal: ceremonies on them
wbich turns them into kEoticries of 3piritusl powsr which all may
use. There @re nina such mcuntains in tkis country,

¥ou can probably imasine how all this was affecting us. At
one point there wes tine for qu:=sticns (10 minutes) and I
attempted %o probe into the who.e business, starting with the
tapes of the liaster's vaica. I got the answer, stripped of its
frills, that George Kirg goes 1liato a trance and the iester cspeaks
through him. Ky attempts to fcllew up this subject however were
blocked by a 'one person one guestion' ruling.

I cape away with the impression that, compared to soma, the
thinking of sf readors ard fons is borinmly mundane. There are
no limits to the human imagination it seems!

{Por any who vant more informatioa sbout the Actherius
Society they can be contacted at Aetharivs House, 757 Fulhanm
Road, London, 5.77.G.5

This change ¢f adévess has just come to hand for Chris Miller. It will

be good until thc end of Decerder.
Christ Church {Peckwater 4-2)

Oxford.



SECRETARY'S
REPORT

ELLA PaRKZIR.

Today 1s Sunday October 2nd. IY've besn warned what will
happen t0 me if ny colunn isn't ready to bs handed over to your
editor when he cemes to my house this af'terncon. 4s it was ny
fault your laat Newsletter was late I dare delay no longer.

To a lot of you the late appearance of our publications may
seen to be inexplicable. To put you au fait with soms of the
things that can - and often do - happen to hold up the works T'll
try to give you an idea of our lives.

If you have read the Cons*itution thoroughly you will have
goan that all your O0fflclals are working on e voluntery basis.
The work we do for and on bshalf of the B3Fi is just a smal} part
of our spare time hobby comnected with sf. Right from the de
the Association was ipnaugurated it hes been Officered by people
elready involved in voluminous oorrespondsnce with other people
from all parts of the world who read end enjoy sf. They bslong
to lo¢al slubs which hold regular meetings; they visit one an-
other - distance no cbject; they publish amateur magazines of
their own; many of them arc werried and with familles that demand
part of their timo should bo spent with them; there ere all sorts
of things going on &ll the time. 3o, Jincy wants e column from
me¢ £or the Newsletter or VECTOR - whichever i1z due -~ I have a
houseful of fans visiting who have to be shown sonc semblance of
hogpitality. Jimoy has sent out some stencils to have thae artistio
headings drawn by one of our talented members who's domestic
commltments for the next few wesks don't allow him the chapoe to
do them. Attendance has to be riade regularly at club meetings
if the elubd is to flourish. Result? Delayed pubdbllcaticn.
(Gometimes of courso, the paper for printing is seant to the
wrong eddrese which doesn't help elther!). Ulow, I hope none of
you are thinking that this is a ¢cmplaint at all the things we
are trylng to do in linjted spnare tine; it isn't. e enjoy
what we are doing or we wouldn't take it on, but I hops it will-
help some of you living way out in tho wilds whou we never meet,
to understend Just why, sometimes, things don't eppear on tho
promiged dete. To those of you already uware of' thess fects; I'm
gorry if you ste fecling bored, it wasn't written for you.

?



l:ew that we have got that cut of the way I°i 2 to Dick a
suall bonc with some of our memters living in and ncer london., I
warnad you that no personal invitatiens would be sent out to
attcnd the Friday night moctings et ny house for BSFA membors.
This still applice. Souc of you havo teken no up on it and come
rogularly, but tharo aro still more of you vwho, up to now, haven't
put in an appcarancc, Ve have reped in two now wembers sinco
these mectings bogan. Patrick tecarncy whe, unfortupatcly, after
only two vislts bas had to go into hogpitel {I hopc this wues only
coincidence, Pnt?) and Phillip Slatcor who 4id the saace as t and
brought his mewbership feo with him and paid on the spot. 1ntil
those twe did that the rocord for joinins in the shertast possible
tiue hed beer hald by lirs, Joyec Shortor(3orry, Joycc. MNo pun
vies intcnded there). Joyee urctg, I answercd, she sent her sub-
scription, all in the space of one week or just under, which is
pretty good going., We now have another nmenber Y*d lilie to wel-
come among us: Ur. Ellis Fasser of South Africa; he 1s anothex
who wested no tiue at 211 in joining. Ellis hopes to bte in
England for @ visit in Decewber and I hope he’ll be coming along
to one or more of our mectings as he prouised. You see? It doesn't
pay to let Friday pass ?ithout attenﬂingi you never know who 1s
§35°F B5eSeEmegPaolid hubida S0 olihlobeiBhz 88T VEE ntRe,

At the meeting of Triday Sept. 16th we had the pleasure of
Ian iicAulay's company: wnfortunately this was ane week on which
the attendunce was poor: orly Jimny Groves and lilke Raynor turned
up. I know Ted Forsyth would have been here but for the fact he'd
gone home for o week to visit his parents. I uas most disappointed
and I kuow Tan wes too, that more of youw didn't come. Ion hed
beer hoping to meet quite a number of you for the firet time; the
more c¢o as he seldom gets tile chance to cone and see us.

Chris Niller was arcther member I net Tor tie first time this
Summer. I*d been looking forward to necting Chris and having some
good chinwags with hin. Tt so hapnencd that he was here when most
everyonc else was too. At leagt we've ret, and as ho'll be going
up to Oxford scon (work herd, Chris) I'm honing he’ll te abie to
comc and soa ma pretty oftan. alan Rispln wes ancther who dropped
in on his way to and¢ fron a holiday on the Continent. T don't
know wio he's biding frop, but he's grown a magnificent beard. I
you were trying to fool me, .lan, it was wasted efr’ort; I recog-
nised you straight sway! I had the pleasore of entertaining your
Librarian, Peter liabey, end the Trcasurer, Archie fierear, hare
for a weckend op the 10th of Sept. 0Ostensibly they came for a
committec mesting, but tihec Seturdey turned into @ party with about
14 assorted oembers and otbers, including some T hedn't expected
to see again until next years Conveantion. Tt wags a riot! Jechn
Phillifent put in an uncxpocted appecaranca and got the shock of
bis 1ife I think, when he saw how many wers here; he'd becn expect-
ing to find only the cemnittec in sossion, and herc e were hev-
ing & good time insiead!

Joc Patrizio will now be Jiving in London! Joe has got him-
self a job here and has twoved in with hls life-long friend Ted
Forsyth. (%Why don't ynu gll nicve to London?) iilth s0 many of
you hero now Ifve got hig opos that tho Friday night mectings
will be woll worth your yvhile attending; I'm cven hoping that
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George Locke - who 1s servicg his tine in the army - will be able
to wangle an evening now and sgain. He wes here thls week, nowly
returned from two weeks leave in Ireland. .4And once or twice we
beve had Ken and Papels Bulmer hers for an evening.

This sounds like a roll eall of visitors, but I think it
zight be of interest to you to know that as far as possible T Ao
like to have a personsl visit from you — any of you - when the
opportunity offers. I den’t suppose I'll sse any of then again
ungil the Koliday season starts up next yesr....oh yes, the Con-
vention at Eastor, I hope you will all be coming? 4s many of you
as possible, at any rata,

ARR YOU ALBITIOUS??7??

Would you like to try your hend afdoing a front cover for
VECTOR ? I know for & fect from some of the letters I get and the
sketches enclosed quite a number of you have drawing ebility. How
about putting it to good use and doing scmething for vs? Jimmy
will use the bost of those offered t¢ him, but they must be on
guarto paper and be a full size drawing to fit the Front page of
our magazine. Judges will be announcod later; probably in ths next
Newgletter. Come on you lads and lessies who'’ve been doing it for
no better reason than that you enjJoy it. Now's your chance to see
priat. No prize other than the satisfaction of soelng your work

published 1s offerod, but you must admit, it'll be good practice
for you!

4t last, you seem to be coming to life and taking an interest
in ypur Association and what 1a happening in it. I hepe that this
interast reachos a new high next year and keeps on improving. Even
if I'm not in office I shall still have a keen interest in what is
gainioon and in what is being done to make our Assoclation of wmore
use the sf reador.

I owe letters to so nmany of you I must teke this chance to
plesd with you for patienco. I'11 geot round to you just as soon as
I esn. I liko to heer from you; ospeclelly thosc of you living
isplated Ifrom other members, but the plain truth is that if I'm teo

keep all of you in touch one with another my personal coTrespond-
ence has vo go by the board, or at leasti it gets answered only
vary slowly. Don’t for a moment think I've read your letters and
then fnriotten theni they lie heavy on my consclence, One day
there will be- an ominous thunk on your doornat, it'll be a letter
fron ne; and serve you right!

All for this time. XKeop healthy this winter apd get lots of
letters writien to each other. Let's make this a closely knit
frienlly Association apd not just a lot of names 1n e nsmbership
list. Heve fun.

I'11 be bpck!

e ay,7
7 N
/ ) rA S



PRCPOSED_CONSTITUTIONAL CL-ANGES,

would like opinions and argumecnts for and agalnst thess to
reach me in time for inclusion in the October Newsletter{at the
end of the month) since if passed the first one would come into
operation for this voning election. Ballots will be circulated
with this Nowsletter.

Constitutional cha:go proposad by H 158 Christophor Miller and
soconded by M 25 Joe Patrizio.

Elgct*ﬁn of Officlalg.
s shall by carried out by means of e postal ballot. During

the poriod lsi Novembor to 3lst December noninations for the various
ocmmittee posts are invited end should be sont to thae Socrotary,
These shall be published in tho noxt issue of oithor VECTOR or the
Newslotter, whichever 1s published sooner.

sonoalY 6 M8 RETCA TN BOPLISEIAR.CFA0000S BERRRaLRLOMH
must signify their willingness to stand. The names remaini

shall be published in the mext 1ssue of any of tho rcgular g%rioial
publications together with a detmchable ballot form, to be

ocompleted end returned so s to reach the Socretary by 28th of
Pobruary. The posts are to be officially handed over at the AGM.

Constltutional change proposed by M 17 Ella Parker and secondad by

M 32 %gmes Groves. .
at tre Association Likrarian be granted Ccomittes atatu
and the rigﬁt to vote on business dur ng connittec moctings evgn

though the post is not eloctive.




FROM JOE

JOE PATRIZIO.

I am a fan, I an also a B3TA member. In fact I am & fen
because I am & BSFA member. "So what? I ggn bear e multitude of
volcos mumble through mouths full of morning tomast. 9o, koep on
roading and you may fird out - as yct I don't guarantoc you will,
I've orly Just started to write this article.

I suppose you might call mo one of the successes of tho BSFA's
original Fur 0se¢ ~ the recrultmont of ‘new blood® into what is
known as Tandom. 3. YECTOR 8 Jim Groves, our cditor, gave a briof
rundown of the BSFA's origin, but oow 1ot us toko a é1ldsor look at
our organisation.

Bringilng a nation wido organisation into bolng on ¢ soverely
limitad budget ls nevcr en casy matter, but the instigators of the
RSFA haod to contend with particular difficuitios, outside tho
ncrmally accoptod onas. Possibly the groctcst difficulty at that
time, and ovon now, stoms from the fect that the BSFA must cater
for two distinct groups - the *fans’™ and the ‘nmen-fans'’. As our
editor told us, the BSFA was primarlly organised by fans, because
they were the only ones in a position to do any orgenising, and
that is why the rirst twenty or so names on the original membsr-
ship list are meinly those of astablishad Tens { that is, peoplsa
who have been active 1n fanaom for some time). Now this group
must be kept interested in the BSFA or made interested in it, irf
this orgenisation is to remain in existence. Thers ¢sn he no
argument that, at it's present stege of development, the BSFA
would cease to exist without the continued sugport of 'fans’. As
gnpglniiﬂs.hnterest; of the origina) mombership list of 69 publish-

n ¥ %+ 33 wera established fans, and of that number 23
8till retaln mombership,

Now let us teke a look at the second group - the non-fans.

It is almost cortain that the bulk of RSFA mcpbors come from these
people who read theo prozines rogulerly, and who aro intensely
interested in sf. Bocsuse of this, ‘the amount of tho metorial
thet is usually found in fanzinos wonld hevo to bo severely
limited in any official publicetlon ( and this type of material

1s tho moat sesilt availablo to Erc organisors). Publisbing too



mueh fanzine materisal would more than likely have the sffect of
Prightening new-comers off fendon for good, as muoh fan material
tends to be very esoteric, So now the problam is clear. What
wlth having to effect this compromise between the tuwo groups the
original coumittes didn’t have their sorrows to seek.

Mow that the BSF4 has existed these two years hag this diff-
iculty, of tryimg to please both factions, been overcome? Well,
actually it could be argued that things have got worse. 'why? To
sea this we must take 2 second leook at our group of non-fans-whoe
have~joined-from-the-promégs. This group is wade up of people
who, up till now, have only hed the haziest of ideas that such &n
orzénisation or disorganisation if you will) as 'fendon' existed,
and this from a one or two page fan-column in some prozine (this
mode of contact has ceased to exist in Britain, with Hebula now
defunct). Now that they have had the opportunity to make some
investigation intoe the workings of fandom, the BSFA originel non-
fan group has pretty well split into two - those who got inter-
asteod enough in fandow to téke an active part therein, and those
who just couldn't care less, or ln some cases are miitantly
against fandom.

The BSFA members-turned-fan need little discussion. They
contacted fandom through the BSFi, found that here was an inter-~
national groug, vhere they could air their own vliews, end in gen-
eral, enjoy themselves, and s¢ they stuok. But why were the others
not so affected?

All BSFA nenmbers havo one basic interest, sf, and probably
more than just that one, so why should thore be so nany members
unaffected by the appeal of fandom? It would be ridioculous to
expoct that all menbers weould becowe ‘fans’, but it is to bo
expected that more would have actually done sa, would £ind that
they had something in comnon with fandom. The maln reason is
probably lack of understanding, and I mean that literally. Most
BSFA penbers have received a copy of a fanzine, or have written
away for one, but fandon being such an in-group a great meny
references in these mags are just so many words ( and sore of
them will never, ever, find themselves ia a dictionary). ¢then I
raeceived my first fanzine I didn't understend it all, but T aiad
get the lupression that here were people enjoying themselves, 30
I made further enquiries - and up to now I have not regretted it.
On the other hand I personally knotr another BSFA member who went
the other way. He too d14 not understand a grest deal of the:
'zine, but there were no overtones for him. He found it Aull, ard
go, of course, he didn’'t bother to find oul anything else about
the people who wexre publishing these thinge. This attibtude is
anderstandable, MNoboly is goirg to spend the time and money
required to obtain these publications, when all that is in store
for them is two or three dozen pages that, for the noat part, are
only semi-understandable, holding little interest, and full of
humourous references which are pointlags becaunse of ack of
background.

The only other point of view is the one thet fendom is child-
ish end detrimental to the science fiction fleld in general. This
attitude I have seen supported by only two pecple who have hed
any real knowledge of fandon, but there are probably others., To
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anyone who has read the discugsionsg anda articles on a diversity of
subjects, that resgulerly appear in fanzires, both points in this
enti-fandom argunent ars so untrue as not to be worth discusslon.

It is unlikely that anything ooan be done about those people
holding this last point of view, dbut I feel that many, tho' not
all, of those who were bored by their Tirst fanzine, &re missing
a great deal of enjoyment by not getting into the splrit of farndom
{by writing letter and articles, getting &nd even publishing fan-
zines, and soc on), CUnfortunately it's no use oditors sending these
peorle fanzines as they will probably lie unread. The only
possible answer 1s personal contact - fans getting in touch with
BSFA members in their area, and showing them what fans and fandom
arg really like.

But all this sourds as if the BSFA was there for no other
remson than to recruit fans, This is not so, and it should not be
s0, It should never be ths case that the BSFA ghould exist only
to induce peopls to join fandom, and then if they don't want to
Join [ end =some won't) to send them VECTOR until they get fed-up
with the whole thing and drop out. The BSFA has as one of its aims
the furtherment of sf, and although the efforts of the Assoo-
jation may never revolutionise the sf £ield, it should always be
trying to make its presence felt. Contrary to some peocple’s ideas
this concept does not conflict wlth the BSFA's other purpose -
people do not stop reading sf wheu they become fang., Almost ever-
¥body in fandom is interested in sf and the harsh ¢riticlsam of the
field that can be read in many fanzines ies not besause fans have
gona soux on sf, but because a great deal of sf deserves this
¢ritioism, and these people gare about what's happening to it today.

As the number of sf promags gradually decreases, it becomes
more and more important that the 'A becomes strongsr., It is
importent to fandon, because with the decline of the sf mags the
BSFA mey soon be the only means c¢f getting new faces into fandon,
in Britain. It is important to sf in that a strong BSFA may be able
to show the promeg publishers what is wanted by the pudblis, and
perhaps in this way keesp these mag&zines in ¢irculation, for no
matter how much we c¢riticise individual mags, without them sf, as
we know it, virtually ceases to exist.

I have 8 lot to thank the BSFA for. It enablsd me to contact
fandom, and it hes also sharpened my interest in sf. You have
2ll possibly had the latter exporience, why not try the first? To
use a rather hackneyed expression; come on in, the water'’s f'ime.

New Members.
189 Douglas Small, 188 Pushmore Road, Clapton, London, E.3.
A 190 Miss Jacqueline Bratton, 26 Willoughby Strect, Beeston,
Notts,
4 191 Patriok Kenrngy, 33 Blizabeth Stroet, London, S.'f.1.
A 192 John Caopbell, 40 Mook Rise, Liverpoal 15,
Chonges of address.
i 26 Joo Patrizio, 11 Forndale Road, London, 5.if.4.
H 108 John MoGovern, c/o Jones, 51 Oxgangs Avenus, Colinten,
. Edinburgh' 13,
I 92 Tan Feaulay, o/o 170 Uppor Nowtownards Rood, Belfast 4,
N. Ireignd. {until Christuas)



CROSSWORD by John Phillifent.

"t Clues Across

1. Yexlalist of
-tho Spaco-

| Boagle.
6.Gapek's
jbrain-chila.
!O.AJI thosc

icorridors woro

-8 mazc to
Thosgus,
~:10.Tel)-talo
Bcos.

f
i
i
i
i

.11.Cousin is
§till trecd.

{12.Evoning
paper of the
‘ncar future?

| 14.Puzzlo
| picturo nothing

| to do with
‘]transpart.

Clucs Davn

I.Boss of galaxy.

2.A upy round.

3+Colourful menster.

4.0ne-time popular cotinent on

_Epacsa travel.

5,Too many &

6.Horseman, worricd about his
sepor-romna?

?.To somc, the G.0.i. of it all.

G.uWhat an oxperinont does to an

13.Barsoosy ronascd.

15.Brass taclts in this.

17,Ha owc a lot to this ehap.

18.Ex-2ditor’s popular namc.

20.Liake tho story fit to show.

23.Unstoady journcy.

26,.Tocth intarlocked.

29.%7c danp.

32.Lecava out.

plots, unfortunately

/hypnthcais.

l6.Decpite this, Carmichael 1is

not an SF writer.

19.4ngexr in the launching site,

doubled.

21.4 long,long time,

22.Uncanny, connanding-afficer

with following.

24.A try, but not pow.

25.Gee .. Eyes ! ¢

27.Al11 together.

ZR.Denevpnlent computor.

30.l'ngnesix: sulphate from here

nokes you run.

3l.8cientists specimlise in
this.

33.llore than hucen infant.

34.Earth-pinples.

35, Trapped by rlaghets.

Solution in Fowslottor 4 (October).
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A SELF REWARDING

BY
ARTHUR R. WEIR:

John King, in VECTOR VIII, asks for articles deallng with sf
writing, end 1 imagine thet by now he will have read the very able
and eg%austive article thareon by Ted Tubh in VECTOR I. Thers is,
however, another sf literary activify that ls not mentioned therein
at all, and which is, as T heve Zound frem my own oxparionce of
the last fcw days, both Fascineting and rewarding.

How ofton do you dip inte your files of past sf megazines -
not Just to ro-road & faveurite story, but to go right through
tham to deteet changes of policy, long torm tre.ds etc.? Till
recently I would have sald thet I hac done somethlng in thia wey

gelf, but within the last few days m{ ayes heve been ppened ta
?%sb how nueh I migsod, in e way I shall Lot soen Torget. If you
really want to tackle this kind of thing -~ and bellovo mo, it's tho
groatost fun - just you compile an Index!

How thare are two ways of doing this : the Pirst, 1f you aro
conscientious end methodicsl, is to kecp a card index, and to
spond tho first minutes es cach mag. arrivos cataloguing its
c¢ontonts undar whatovar koadings you arc classifylng thom. This
1s automatlc, l1ttle trouble, and invaluable as a source refer-
ence for any leter cempiler of & check-list, but 1t is of littlo
uge to give you a gareral survey of the develomant of the maga-
zine. The other way - and this mutomatically gives you a complote
suIY?y ;his ?o t?ko down tho wholo filo of magezines {rom‘tho
B 0 TR 50.5OBpRAR £, conploto nhaokillat aul lxtug ou

¥hilo nobedy socms to have noticed it, SCIENCE FANTASY hes
now attalned taon yoears of unintorrupted publieation, and, fired
by this fact, I got down my pilo of SCIENCE FANTASY Nos. 1 - 48,
and set to work.
15



The first stage is to compile a card-index; index cards cen
bo tought et most big stationers, but arc necdlessly expensive -
thess cards will only need to be consulted once or twice, while
you ara typing out the final 11st, and so need nct be of very
durable materinl. Look out for whon the stationery department of
your local Yoolworths-or-nearest-equivalent is sellling off scratch-
pads at bargalp pricgs. ©Get encugh to ¢over ell your requirements,
since such “’bargain lines* usually sell off quiekly and aren't
rcpeated. In oy own case I rockoned with 42 issuos at an average
of eight items por issue, cach one of which would have to be
catalogued twicelonce undor title and once under author) which,
ellgwing for certaln c¢xtra categories would amount to about 800
cards,

4 cardboard box wskes a convenignt contualner for thom - mine
was 7" long by 4.* wide by 4" docp, which proved e very convenlent
size for cards 4 x 4% {just under helf thae sizc of tha seratch-
pad page), being long cnough to sllow, when all the cards were in
place, of inclining them with about an inch snd a half of each
card showing above the preceding one, so that the headings could
easily be read. If the cards are toc tightly packed, it greatly
inereases the tiouble of looking for and finding & given card.

Cut. the cards to such a size that they fit just tightly
enough Into the hox for a2 single shaset to be kept upright by
frictlon against the sides; this seves no end of trouble with cards
flopping flaet into the bottecn, particulerly in the estly stages
when the box ls nearly enpty. 4 packet of plain postcards providss
material for the labelled partitions separating the categorises,
and for the mlphabet separators in each category - these latter
need not be mwore than =trips of card the full 5" length of the
posteard and 1" wide, marked with the reference letter at both ends,
g0 thet they maoy be put in sither wey up. Since the first set of
cards will be the A's anyway, the first separator may be marked B;
unusual letters may be lumped together, P & Q, T & T, ¥V &\, and
X, Y« 2, so that you won't want too wany of these separators,

4s regards the c¢lassification categories, T ram six, deairiog
to weke a very complete job, as follows:

&) Each number, with date and complete list of contants, with
authors - this alse forms the basis from which ell the other
cards are compiled, to avoid piles of mags. all over the place.

b) Authors, in alphabetical order, aend, under each, the titles of
their contributions ia order of publication, with the number of
the mag. in whieh they appeared.

¢) Stories in alphabetical order of title(initial THR's and A's &re

left to the end) with suthor and number in which they were
printed.

d) Nop-Fiction items - articles, editorisls, book-reviewa ate, also
with author and nunber in which printed.

e) Cover Artists, with numbers of issues whose covers they illust-
rated.

T} Interior Illustration Artists, with names of stories illustrated,
and number in which they appeared - as SCIENCE FANTASY dropped
interier illos after No. 21, this wasn't too large a job,

All the sbove can be done in manuseript, even if you hsve a
typewriter, but in any case the first,i.e. principal, item on sach
card should be in block capitals for ease in concultation afterwards.
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Next - before going any further - double-check &as follows:
first, take out all the cards under each letter in each category,
fan out the oards and make sure that they are in the proper order
and proper category (it only needs one misplaced card to make a
horrid mess of the oheckllst afterwsrds), and second - spend some
twenty minutes playing "blind hookey" with the complete index, i,s.
stick a pin into it with your eyes olosed, pick out the card it
touchesg, and look up all the other aspsctgs of that item in all the
other categories, tov make sure they‘rs all there, It'g surpria-
ingly easy to leave things out!

In gensral you will stack the cardes in the order in which you
write them, so that you have the card you last completed in full
view at the top lor front, If they're in the box) of the pile,
which is convenient for refsersnce. Ihen you come to type the check-
1ist, however, you will fird that the cards are in reverse alph-
abetical order. Accordingly you lift out all the c¢ards under one
particular letter, and deal tham out, thus reversing the order; If
you count them, as you do this, it comes very convenisnt for
dividing the paock into two equal halves when you are typing two
columns to the page.

Por the rinal checklist typing is a ?ﬁg - it simply isn't
fair to tho stencil-cutters,who have a 4i ¢ult job anyway, to
ask them to decipher hand-written material. For the chocklist each
card 1s extrescted, in turn, from its plle and copied - tho only
thing to guard ageinst herno iz lnadvertently taking two caerds, and
copylng the top onc only.

In tho ectual typing thore are & few points to beer in mind.
You will be typing on one side of the paper only (since this list
1s only a guide for the stencil cutter who will be responsible
for the final layout)] so set an ipch end a half nargln at thg left
to allow for hinding. Legibility Js everyihinz s¢ t0 avold errors
in stencilecopyi on't cIrow inges together, since this can
meke large quantifies of material intelcrably tiring for the stencil
cutter. Under each heading the principal item should be in
capitals, and subsidiary items ir ordinary type. Spacing in a
trifle from the edge can also mako all, or nearly ell, the differ-
ence to0 leglbility; just compare the following for example:

Slotkin, Joseph : The tiailmen 11, To Touch the Stars 17, The
Corffee Pot 19.

SLOTKIN, JOSEFH
The Mailman abb
To Touch the Stars 17
The Coffes Fot 19

See what I mean?

In general it is beet to type the maximum pumber of olsar
distinct carbon coples that your typewriter will take. Don't uge
chesp carvon paper; the bast you can get comes choapest in the long
run. Bad carbon peper will not do¢ more than four or rive runs per
sheet, and the last two of these will be very smeary and indistinct;
good carbor paper will do twelve runs per shect, all of them clear
and distinct, continued on poge 20
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==N=EAL

EZIT T'. SLATER.

Hidden bshind & dust wrapper thet resembles those posters go
favoured by the Post Office these days ( you know the onss, drawn
with lettering in a pseudo-illiteérate or childish script- straggle
ing block letters of different sizes and unevenly placed) one
finds John Wyndham's letest TROUBLE TTH LICHBM....a very well
written itom of surc appeel to tic non-sf addiet, but likely to
stick in the gizzard of tho stounch cnthusiast. It deals adeguats
ely and sonmewhat satirically with the problems of longevity (two
or three hundred years). It regretfully brings nothing fresh to
the theme except Wyndham's skill as a storyteller.,..I fear I am
dicappolnted, but at the zame time T see it as the obvious out-
come of the publisher-oontrolled growth of J.B.H. the sf addict
and would-be author into John jlyndham, celebrated penman.

Hidden behind a green jacket is the latest thing to try out
85 a "weird" megazine....A BOOK OF UBIRD TALES, No.l, at 2/6,
128 pg digest sized, all reprlnts, from Véevers and Bensman Ltd,,
edited by Cliff Lawton with no less than Forrest T, of the Ackerman
feamily in there pluggingz as Associaste Bditor., A c¢onfusing annou-
ncement on page 51 makey it appsar that future iszues may be
“Books of Western Talss"” or “hLystery” taleg, or some such, but I
think that thiz may be me belng awikward....the gstory llneup ig
quite good, and for folk who haven't read everything, a recommend-
o3 buy....also recommendsd for those who 1lke thelr reading grue-
some and gory are the Arrow Books 2/6d reprint of NOT AT NIGET,
first in the Christine Campbell Thomson edited serles long out
of print, and GHOST, GHOULS AlI'D OTtER IMUISAICES, a Seven Seas
Book edited by Maxim Xieber. This latter ie Germar published,
in 1959, 272pp, 4%x7%", and contsins ten classics - the Fall of
the House of Usher by Poe, apd 'illiam Austin's two *Poter Rugg”
storios for instancc....it does not bear ary pricg, but thc eorreet
British price is 2/6....I havo sccn it priced at 5/-!

Importetion is still poculiar....aftor a lot of trouble,
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lnvolving Ted Carnell, Les Flood, one of my customers in Scotland,
& Glaswegian bookseller, and sundry other people, I managed to
track down the folk who are importing AIZAZTNG STORIES and FANTASTIC
«++.8611ling &t 2/6, do not pay more....from ifay er June '60 on-
wards.,..I couldn’t find any trace or reference to this in any
trade papser,...and Ted Cearnell had only heard rumourg....(all I had
was rumours too)....but it makes one wonder how much other matsrial
creeps thru on @ very patchy distribution and so goes overlooked
by mest of the fans....by the by, I've seen e lionarch pb priced
at 7/6....this is & 35f item{non-sf) and I've had copies for sale
at 2/6 and (later) at 3/8 of the very same item,...it also makes
ono wonder how many folks are on & real good thing with some of
these imperts....¥.D.L., who took a passing interest in our field
with an ©6dd book or two (Cry Horror: H.P.L., and Simak's Ring
Around the Sun were the last two) are putting out no less then
five titles of fan-interest in Sep-Oct,,..first of these may be
overlonked; 1t is Hane Helmut Kirst's horrific story of atom-war
in Europe, NO ONE VILL ESCATR....the war sterts from a trivial
incident and in seven days...blotto !} Then there's C.L. lMoore's
DOOM3DAY MORNING, a weird ¢ollection titled THE MIDNIGHT READZR,
Gorald Kersh’s MEN WITHOUT BOMES, end a novel based on and with
the sare title as the BBC sf serlial, CITY OF HIDDEN EYES by Phillip
Levene and J.L. liorrissey....these will be 2/6, excapt the Kirst
which 1s 3/6....SHOCK the US "weird" mag which I reported as making
only two issues ceme up with a third, dated 3eptember....I've not
heard of any more after that tho....there itz a fair chance that Vv's
hard to come by, end somewhat oxpensive when available, BOOK OF
PTATH may be pb-ed by ACE (U3A) Books....ACE(British) don't seenm
to have any 3f intorest, but I should think they'd get good salss
for some of the Boecon titles....the old man with the scythe creeps
up close behind gome of we prewar and imnediato post-war fans....
I hoeard with regret of the death of Roy ). Gregory, Australian
eolloctor and long-time fan.,..fandom’s losses to Gafia are bad
enough, but....oh, woll....still, it shakes mo vhen someone writos
to mo and says "I just heard you are o fan'....and more or less
invites me to get in and take & moro active part in fapdom,
booause it is good fun!,.,.=such is fame....I'n waiting for the day
when someone writes in to the BSFA and says 'Y“/ho is Willis?"...,
it wil) happen yet! ....had 8 catelogue from a doaler not long
back....offering ( among other high priced items) the first throe
issues of "Vargo Statton Scicnce Fiction llagazing” for 15/-....
scoms I must have tho wrong mailing list....when I unfortunately
find myself in posaegcion of this magazine, I never ask more then
a bob & copy, and thosc threc issues I was offering at 6d each
some time Ago....one issuo ¢an be obtained in new condition for 4/8
a dozen in the trade - 1o,2., I think....I carefully resist order-
ing any ocach time It ¢rops up, but maybe I should if there really
is a merket where the thing commands 5/- a ¢opy....FUTURE and
ORIGINAL SF 3TORIES have baen discontinued both in the States and
in the UE....maybe I should tabulate the mag data.......
AMAZING STORIBS -Ziff-Davis edition lmported to sell et 2/6d
FANTASTIC -t " i " 1t " o 2/6ﬂ
kag of F&3IF “4iercury edition reprinted by Atlas to sell at 2/-
not necessarily}felatsd to any US 1ssue.,



ASF - S5iS edition roprinted by Atlas to sell at 2/-,
more or less in sequence but not complsete
Americen issua.

GALAXY - Galaxy Pub. Co. edition importod by Thorpe and
Porter, with amendod cover to sgoll at 3/0.
IF - Gelexy Pub. Co, ndition imported by Thorpe and

Porter, with anendod cover to sall at 2/-,
I think I'm correct in sayi that there are no othgr American sf
mags in current issuve. British mags currently appcaripng are tho
three Xova publications; NEJ WORLDS (2/6), SCIENCE FANTASY (2/-),
and SCIERCE FICTIOL ADVEI'TVRE3 (2/-): Jobhn Spencor and Co. (Badger
Books) SUTERMATURAL STORIES f2/-1 and the newr A ROQK OF WEIRD
TALRS at 2/6,

It is a fer ¢ry from tho dey when the number of megs appear-
ing was varying rrom twenty to tairty & month......but gespl e
sundry other opinions I'm ineslined to thc belief that the overall
quallty of the material published today is bettor,...there wers
outstanding yarns in thoe lato 40's and the early and niddle '50's
but there was 8lso a terrific emount of crud which, thankfully,
we have forgotten.

Hove 1s conducting an intonsive caupalgn for increased sales
in conjunction with ‘cantennlal’ issue of NE/ WORLDS....not only in
GB to readoprs, retallers end wholesalors, but also in North America
apnd Australia....Jobn Cernell ianforms mec thet in the lettor arcae
the campeign is already working , amd seles have jumped by 1,000
copies in past week (as at 13 Sop)....I'm sure that all old-time
fens, ncw fgns...and in particuler fon type sharsholders.,.. will
wish Nove avery sueccass in thoir sales-boosting offorts.

KF5.

A SELF REWARDING PASTDE {Cont)

1 did foor copics{original and threc carbons). I kept tha
number three carbon{the least distinet) for my own archives, sent
the number two cardon to the oditor for approval, and kopt the
two most distinet copies - tho original and the pnumber one carbom-
for the people who nocd them most, the stoncil cutter and chocker.

By the time you havo the checklist completed youw will find
that you have done something pecullorly worth while - not only for
other people - but for yourself. You will have got n complets

icture of the development and history of that magoazine such as
gou never had bofore, and will have learnt so much interesting

stuff about it that you will have material for conversation and
thought for some time to come.

Mmat’s thet? You haven't the time? Bosh! - I started
making the cord index on July 26th and finlshod typing the check-
list on August 7th, giving about 32 hours o day to the work; ond
I'm going on sixty and with wonky eyoesight. You can do lots
better than that! Go on, try!
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PANZLIT REPRIIT 3ECTIOL.

Pony of the big nanc sf nutliors of today ctarted offl as fans
{ Ray Frodbury is protably tle best known cxaople) and did their
first writing in the fanzines. aArthur C. Clorke, nou one of the
top writers In the rfiel?, was one such and his early work appeared
in the pre-war fanzines such as liovae Terrao {later to becoma
Now Worlds) and Amatcur Scicnco Storics, the laotter cdited by &
fan eallod Ted Carncll! The story reprinted below is probably
tho carliest of the huncurous Clarkg-tales 'from tac White Hart',
It has not, as far as I know, boon rowritten for profossional
publication, I hope that you will enjoy it as nueh as I do.

1y
TFRAVEL
T WURE

A CLARKE -

fron AATEUR 3CIEICE
the auiha

~ G

SY0ORILS Dec. '37 bty permiscion of

You people can have ne idca of %ie troublos and trianls we had
te cndure bofore wo perfeceted the radic-transporter, not that its
quite perfecl cven yct. The greatost difficulty, o it had been
in television thirty ycars boforce, uwns improving definition, and
ve spent noarly five years over' thot littlo problom. 4As you will
have scen in the Scicnee liuscun, the first objcet that we trans-
mitted was o wooden cube, which vas assombled all right, only in-
stead of being on. so0lid hloek, it ¢oncisted of milliens of 1ittle
spheres. In faet, it looked just like a selld cditlion of onc of
the carly tclovision pleturos, for instead of dealing with the
objeet 1olacule by moloculc or beticr still oclectren by cleetron,
our scannors took littla chunks ot a time.

This didn't natter for some things, but if we wonted to trans-
mit objects of ari, lot alone human beings, we weuld have to
improve the process considerebly. This vie nenaged to do by using
tho dolta-ray scanners all rourd our subject, above, below, right,
la?t, in front and belind. Tt was o lovely gane synchronising all
six, I can tel) you, but uken it was dcne we found that the trans-
mnitted elements were ultra-microccopic in size, which was quite
€003 enough for rnest purposos.

Thoun, when they weren’t lookivg, we berrowed a gulrea pig
fromt the bielogy peoplo on tie 37th floor, and sent 1t through the
apparatus, It cume through in oxcellent condition, exeept for the
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fact that it was dead. 3¢ we had to return it to its owner with a
pollte roquest for a post mortem. They raved a bit at first, say-
ing thaet the unfortunnte creature hed been inocculated with the
only specimons of sone gerns they'd spant conths rearing from the
bottle. They were so annoyed, in fact, that thcy flatly rofused
our reguost.

Such insubordipotion on the part of mere biologists, was of
course deplorable, and we promptly ?Gncratcd a high freguoncy fiald
in their laborstory and gave them all fever for a row ninutos. The
postmorten rosults camo up in half an hourhtgodvcgdict Eciﬂg t?aﬁ
EhgiﬁggaEgrgngagffEcgo{gggtiﬁosgiﬁaggcgugo %ry %ﬁc 8; grggoﬁt“agein
we should blindfnld our victims. Vo worg also told that a combip-
ation lock had been fitted to the 37th floor to protect 1t Trom
tho depredations of kleptomanical mochenies who should bc washing
oars in thc garmgo. We could not let this pass, so we innedietely
X-rayed their lock, and to their conplete consternation told them
what” the keyword was.

That 1s the best of being in our line, you capn always do wkat
“ou like wiEh the other €°$§l°' The chculsi* on tho next flioor

EYe our on sorious rivals, but we genera fy cang out on top.
Yos, I romcnber that time thoy slipped somc viloe orpanic stufr into
our lab. through a holc in tho cciling. ifc had to work in respir-

%tors for a mopth, but we had our rovenpge later. Evory night aftor
he staff had_ left, we gscd to ung a dosc. of ml cgsTLcs into thg
123. ang curdl Sli tholr Segut rs ﬁgccxpitat $, untll one evonlng
Q Professor Hudson stayc chind a wo ncarly finishod him off.

But to got back to my StOrY.....

Vo obtained another guincae pig, chloroformod i%, and sent it
through the transmittor. To our dciight. it revived. 1o immodimrtely
hed it killed and stuffed for thc berefit of posterity. You caen
sac 11 with the rcst of our apparatus in the nuscum.

But if wo wantod to start a passanger servieec, this would never
do - it would be too much like an ogcration to suit nest peeple.
Hoviever, by cutting down the transmitting time to a ten-thousamdth
of & secohd, and thus reducing the shock, we nanaged to send another
guinea pig in full possession of its faculties. This one was also
stuffed.

The timo had obviously come for one of us to try out the app-
aratus, but as we realised what o loss it would bte to humanity
should enything go wrong, we found a suitable victin in the person
of Professor Kingston, who teaches Greek or sonething foollsh on
the 197th floor. Ue luroed hin into the transmittor with a copy of
Homor, switched or the ficld, and by tha row from the rcelever, wa
know he'd arrived safely ond in full posscssion of his facultias,
such a5 they were. \7e would have liked to haeve had him stuffed as
well, but it couldn't Le arranged.

After that we went through in turms, found the eoxperience
quite painlaess, and docided to put the devico on the market. I
axpect You c¢an romonber the oxeitcment thoro was whon we first
demonstrated our little toy to the Press. Of course we had s
dickens of a job convincing tham that it wasn’t a fako, and thoy
didn*t reaily believe 1t until they had been through the trensporter
themselves. We drew the line though at Lord Bosscastle, who would
have blown the fuses even 1T we could heve got him into the
transmitter.
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This deponstration gavo us so nuch publiocity that we had no
trouble at all in forming a company. Vo bado a roluctant farowoell
to the Rosearch Foundation, teld the roma&ining scicntists that
porbaps onc day wo'd hoap c¢oels of Ciro on thoir hsads by sonding
thom a fow millions, and started to design our rirst commorcial
sonders and recelvers.

Tho first scrvice was inauguraeted on May 10th, 1962. The
ceTemo took place in London, at the trapsmitting end, though at
the Parls recefver there were erormous crowds watchigﬁ to see the
first passengsrs arrive, and probtadly hoping they wouldn't. Amid
oheers from the assecbled thousands, the Prime ilinister prossed a
button{which wasn't connected to anythlng), the chief enginoer
throw a gwitch(which was) and a large Union Jack fadod from view
and appcarod again in Parie, rathor to thc annoyance of sono
patriotic Tronchmen.

Aftor that the passengors bepun to stroem through at a rate
which loft tho Custons ofﬁcials holploss. The sarviceo was a great
and instantancous suecoss, 8s wo COnly charged £2 per porson. ﬁhis,
wa oonsadogod vory nodorate, for the cleetricity usod cost quite
ono hundrodoeth orf" a ponny.

Before long we had services to all the big citles of Europe,
by oable that is, not radioc. A wired system was safer, though 1t
was dreadfully difficult to lay polyaxial ¢gbles, costi £500 a
mile, under the Chanrel. Then, gn conjunction with the Post
0rfice, we began to develop internal sorvices betwoorn the large
towns. You may romeober owr slogans “"Travel by Phoree! and "I%'s
guickor by ¥/ire" whioh wera hoard cverywherc in 1983. Soonr, prec-

ically evoryono used our circeits and we wore handling thousanda
of tons of frreight per day.

Yaturally thoro wore eccidonts, but wo ¢ould point out that
wo had dono what no Hinister of Transport hoad cvor done, reduco
roed fatalitics to a merc ten thousand a yoar. Ve lost ono client
in siz million, which was pretty good even to start with, though
our record iz even botter now. Some of tho mishaps that occurred
woro vory poculiar indecd, and in fact there are quite a few casos
which we haven't oxplained to thc dopendants yet, or to the insur-
anca companios cithor.

Ono common complaint wes oarthing along tho lino. VWhon that
happenod, our unfortunate passcengor was just dissipatod into noth-
ingnoss. T puppose his or her molecules would be distributed moro
or loss evonly over the cntire carth. I remember onc particmlarly
gruosomo accidont when the apparatus failod in tho wmiddle of the
transmission. You ¢an gucss tho rusult... Porhaps cvon worse weas
what happened whon two linos got crosscd and the curraonts were mixed

Or course, not all accidents were a2s bad as these. Sometimes,
owing to & high resistance in tho ¢ircuit, a pascenger would lose
anything up to five stonc in transit, which genorally cost us about
£1000, and onough freec meals to restore tho missing cbonpclot.
Fortunately, %o worc socn able to meko moncy out of this affeir,
for fat pooplo camo along to be roduced to ranagoable dimensions.
Wo mado a spocial apparatus which transmitted masgive dowagers
round resistanco coils and reesscmbled them whero thoy startod,
ninus tho causo of the trouble. “$p quick my dear, and pain-
loss! I'm Yo thoy could taxo off that 150 pounds you went to losge
in no time! T is it 200?" continued on sage 37
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liost of the books revicwed hercin arc in the library, thoge
that are not are noted as follows:- (not in library). Reviewers
are indicated by their names at tho end of the review.

BEYOND THE PLAMET EARTH by llonstantin Tsiolkovsky. Trans Konnoth
Syors, Porgacon Press 1960 15/~ 190 pp.

In a lé-page introduction by B.KH. Vorobyov, we aro given a
'life' of Konstantin Teiolkovsky (1857-1935) which is in itselfr
intoresting roading, ond ie of grecot value in setting the backe
ground for the story. Ir the Russia of this period thore was a
growing surge of interest in patters aeronautfcal. owing ouch to
tho inspiration of lMendoloyev, who, smong other things, invented
tho altimeter which ls still the =tendard pettorn in modora ajr-
craft. In the carly deys, therofore, Tsiolkovsky wes alnost alone
in droaming about flight beyond the Eorth's atmosphere.

A ploneor in every sense of tho word, he was frustrated from
nils vocation as a schooltoacher bocause of carly doafncss, yet ho
wont on to work ovt a system of his own for furthoring his cducation,
¢specially in tho nethenatics which wos to be his strongost line
of investigation. Bocauso of poverty and driving interost, ho
worked himsolf so hard as to suffcr poor health for tho mejor part
of his lifp. Yet, desplte this and other handicaps, he achievad
results which must be judged as fantastic by any standards. 4lpost
single-handed, he investigated, foresayw, and partly solved, almost
&ll the problems of space-flight. e had a thorough understeanding
of the principles of jJet-propulsion, liquid-fuel rockets, fuel-
pumps and injectors, even gyro action to control the ‘taspect' of a
ship in froee fall. Ho did pionoar work on an ‘acrodynemic pipe’
the precursor of our ‘wind-tunnels', on a rotary gravity-sioulstor,
leading to our modern centrifuge, pcrforning cxperinmonts to show
that & bod{ ¢ould be protaectod from the strcases of accoleration
by having it fnmersed in a rluid, and worked out the basic math-
omatics of rocket flight. Wis 'Tsioclkovsky formula' for the motlon
of a rocket 1s still valid nou.

Any work of fiction to feollow such an iptroductien must
inevitably suffer by comparison, and this one loses oven more by
being written in a ferm which is no longer popular in moderh



reading. In a style heavy with 'direct exposition® we are set
down 1n the year 2017. High on & spur in the Himelayas, in & fine
castle with all mod. cons,,six men have taker refuge from a world
with which they have become disillusioned. FEach one fabulously
rich, they are a closa-knit brothorhood in the worship of science.
Tho Frouch mathomatician, Laplace; the English philosophor, lcwton;
the absent-minded German {hysicist, Holmholtz; the practical and
roligious Amgrican, Franklin; tho Italian astronemer, Galllso ..
and the Rvssian, Ivanov, a man of great erudition, and a dreamer.
With then in the castle sre a large number of skilled and devoted
workmen end technicianas, to do the astual work.

The plot, such as it is, 1s slender. Ivenov originetes the
idea that one might travel beyond the Barth's atmosghare. and on
1ntﬁ s€acg, by means Ef ﬁo%ke%s. neg oonvineed, the rest are
onthuslastic, an goo tholr intellec¢ts to dosigni as 1?.
Experimonts are mado, & full-scalec ship ovolves. cwton, la
Franklin and Ivanov, together with sixtcon of the most oxper
teohnicians, take off, and go into orbit round tha Earth. They
comnunicate with ¢alileo an Heltholtz, left on Earth, by means of
flashing light eignals. During thls phase, which lasts ‘some
monpths' the travellers carry out over{ imaginable sart of expﬁriment,
and suecceed 1n making thomsclves complotely scelf-contained. ith
froc heat, froe power and all the room they want, they bhuild a hot-
house, grow their own food, rscirculate thelr wastes, capture
bolides and esmall meteorites from which they extrect metals. Sults,
safoty lines, booster guns, polished surfaces for adjusting heat,
even a throwaway hull for returning into atmesphere .. Tsiolkovsky
soema to have thought of overything. By this time the rest of
Earth has caught on to the possibilities, and all pations are
busy censtructing and sending up colonies .. to live in *free!
space, and thus overcome the crowding problem.

Our travoliors decide to push on to the lMoon. Enroute they
méks & smaller, two-man ship for the actual landing. Ivanov and
a8 Swede, Nordenskjold, make the actual landing, collect specimens,
includi large quantitiec of diamonds, and return to the parent~
ghip. After & pauase to 4igest the information and relay it to
Earth, they take the ship on e sweop through intorplancetary areas
to geck moro metoorites, for matorial supplics. Tho telce onds
with the ship roturning to Earth, apmd the disgust of the travollers
at being back in tho normal grevity and the damp and dingy atmos-
pherc of Earth. That is tho *story'.

Tsiclkovsky kas used this as & framework t¢ sopport @ conb-
lnuous series of detailed and explanatory lectures, with ell the
scientlsts taking part, and an obliginzly nalve and tireless
audionos asking all the right guestions., For tho modorn reader,
this may savour too much of 'science without tears!', but for those
who got excitement from the doliberato mecting and avercoming of
difficultios, it is worth rcading. 4s an oxamplo of dotailed pred-
lotion and invention it ranks with 'Relph 124041 plus', ospcolally
whon you reallsc that as a story it was concolved in 1896, ard
rinally written in 1926. Thoso who like to seck out ‘clangors’, by
the way, will have to look elosely, for thora arc very faw.
gg;%nitoiy reeomnonded for those who scck sonething a little

orant.

El&ce,

25 John T. PRillifent.



THE CHALLEHCE OF THE STACE SHIP by Archur C. Clarke, Frederick
Huller Ltd., 15/- (not in thke library)

It wes with non-fiction - IFTBRTLANETARY FLICHT and its pop-
wlerizef successor “HE BXTPLORATICL OF SPACE - that Arthur C. Clerke
méde his entry into the field of world literature, and this is a
callection of twenty of his essays and articles in this fleld,
commencing with thg title item, a revisod version of his British
Interplanetary Society lecture of 1946.

There are nineteon nore and all are good.

Neteors, The Sun, Vhat Can ife Do _sboui the “feather?, The I.en
on the Hoon ena The Redio Unlversc ore mood ractusl seientilac
surveys. vacation in Vecuwn, Journcy by Earthlight and So You're

Guig% to liars? are rantesias of possibility coverlng tha back-
ground to soveral of his Science Fiction works.
Ch, for the Nig%s is, for o changc, on atmgspheric flight and
man-powerod at that (Was it achieved os cerly as 19367). By
contrast, The Planots arc Mol BEnough and Across the Sca of Jtars
covor luterstellar Tlight from two contrasting Viowpoints.

Things in tho_Sky should be nmade compulsory reading for all
Flying Jaucer enthusiosts, to be re-road yoarly, while those who
assume that our firat coantsct with extraterrestrial civilization

will probebly be with a form inferjor to or at least not %oo un-
confortably far ahecd of ourselves should read Where's Everybody?

and Which Way is Up? and then ponder.

Report _pn Pianct Three, 1n which ilartian scientists decide,
on exceliont scientific evidence, that the Earth cannot possibly
harbour iptelligente and most probably no life of any kind, 1s
delieciovws, But this hag becn done at leact as well before - doosn't
anybody romember Andro liaurcis' amusing broadcast of thoe middle
ningtecon-twentles in which he gave an account of the Earth’s
'elind' ‘instinct-drivon' and *inscot-minded* inhebitants as soon
by @ seicntifically-minded Uranian (whoso visual powers happened
to be restricted to the long infra-red)? I wish somcbody would
republish it¢

Not only lir. Clarkae's fiction, but also his non-fiction
divides lnto two categories, and whereas all the above meontioned
essays belong to the Tfactual' eloss there arc alsse others impelled
by a sense of wonder, becauty or reveranca.

I have been taken violently to task by various Triends for
meainteining that onc of the things that ic wirong with prescnt-day
Scicnee Flction is that it lacks Humility. which is just as much
vnec of the Cardinsl Virtues as Courago. Aftor rcadlng The Star
of the Megi, Of Mind and Ilatteor and tho magnificent concluding
article Of Spaco end the Spirit, I am beginnipg to think that ifr.
Clarko agracs with me!

Arthur R. Woir.
NO PLACE OW EARTH by Louis Charborneau Crest FPaperback {luller)

Tho story, told in a series of flash-back episecdos gouged pain-
fully from the partislly dcstroyod memory of° the hero, Potr
Claybourno, ix =ct in tho yoar 2840. Claybourne, a key-figure in
the Undcrground, hos fallon into the hands of the Population
Control Corps, and morc particulerly into the clutchos of Captaln
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Hartog, of that foree, who is the “enomy' both on & personal and
pokitical lovel. In conmon with all his Undcrground colleaguss,
Claybourne has an oscapo device, a hollow tooth rfillcd with a
memory obliterating fluid., He has used it, but the P.C.C. have
thelr skills, too, and are determined that he shall remembar and
botray.

This givae the author ample oxcuse to deseribe immediate
brutality, thus effoctivoly sotting tho mood for the incldonts
which cmorge. The effcet 1s almost incvitably reminiscont of '1984!
but the writing is ncithor as =ubtlc ror ss convinclugly ovil as
Orwell's. Nonctheloss, Charbonnoau builds a detailed picture, of
a Lecador and a leadership class, with its 'Eail jialthus*; of a
Population Code, with blatant pornogrephy side by side with strict
limits on childbsaring; with a deliberately contrived and maintainesd
world-famine as the mechanism by which the Leader enforces his
power; the propaganda machine whici kecps it all functioning ..
and the inevitable rebels, who are the Underground.

In the beginning, Claybourne is high up in the Propaganda
section, & cynic, un-comritted and withdrawn, but resenting the
reputation which eclings to the name of his dead father, who was a
famous figure in the Underground. Then ho falls in love with the
daughter of & living anti-governnent crusader who knew hilsg father.
This brings him into rivalry with Captain Fartog, and progressive-
ly opens his eyes to the full evil of the society which he has
besnr tolerating u{ till then. At first uwnwillingly, then by grow-
ing cheic wines bo Che ARRF, UL ERE NRRIneL Ly outs
ality gs g%igﬁs§g ﬁtig g&éf onc.'and'Ehe‘23rd‘ééﬁ£ﬁrj:'wﬁggafﬁu'
one oan get @ gold watch from the Lecader himsell Tfor attaining
tho reasonablo age of 230 yoars, is sketehed in with just enough
detall to make it sound plausiblo. Tho plot mechanics ercak a
little. Thorc are the uswal high-pleccd pro-government people who
arg rcally on the s=ide of tho rebols .. and the rebel member who is
really a traltor; the intcr-depertuontal rivalrics and schisms
vhich g0 %o provo the corruption of this lcw iforld; and ovne or two
stronge incongruitics. DMNot '1684' by any moans, but onc gots the
impression that Charbonncau never intondod anythi guite so embit-
ious, anyway. Incidentally, if this is a trunslagfon{ and thero
1s no omention of it) it is very well dono; the writing is smooth
and free-flowing. Mot an opie, but plenty of ontortainment, cxolit-
omont and fast aotion. Well worth & rcad.

John ¥. Phillifcnt.

FROM THE EARTH TO THE 1MOON by Jules ;erne Crest pb {(lluller)
2/6d

This is @ one volume reprint, slightly coadensed fyom the
original L%Epincott U.5, edition, of the twe connected talcs FRON
THE EARTH THE [i0ON, and &4 TRIP ROUND THE I0OK. New material
has been added in the shape of a short introduction b Willy Ley,
who glves some not very interesting or well-choson de¥a115 abou{
Vorno, and some well thought-out comments on the story itsolr,
including corroetod modern figures for somc daeta thet Veorno him-
solf hed not got quitc right.

Binding, print and paper sro as good as wo cxpect in a paper-
back, dut it is a pity that, when the book wee rovised for conden-
sation, tho opportunity was not taken to set rid of somo almost
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intolerably slunsy Lleiramelations frou the originul Fronci. Thus,
on n. 99, 4rdan i{s mado to describe the ilmperturbable Kicholl as
tg clock with seconds, an escapce eand eight holes', the French
original belng *a chronometor with a scconds oscapenont and jowol-
led in ell oight holes’, whila on E. 158 we¢ are informed that maps
of tho moon show the North at the bottom sincc they are tdraun
eftor tho outline glven by the glasses’ which should surely

rathor be 'drawn from the invortod imago givon by tho astronomical
tolescopo'., Also I wondor now many roadors will recognlsc tho
referenco to a 'falso voice' on p. 116 as referring to what is
gonerally known by the Italian term 'falactio'?

Qtherwise the cstory has all its old mapic, and Yerne's gantle
and kindly gurlng of tho go-getting Amorican i= 2s enmuslng and
ondoaring as eveor., Onc of ¥erne's few really inoxcusable scientif-
ic goffos is ineluded in all ite glory, when he cakos the explore
ars tako elong a hypsonutar { which dopornds for its funotioning
ugnn atmgﬁgharlc Brefsurill for dotormining tho hoights of mount-
alns on complttely airless moon.

lilsprints are few, but two aro scriocus, one meking nonsonsc
of a sentéence by printing 'trunchoons' for 'trunrions' and the
other glving the escapo voloelty for & projcetilo from oarth as
1,200 i1nstcad of 12,000 ycrds per socond.

Strongly recommended, alike for the fan who wants to renew
acquaintance with a classic, or for the younger brother or sister
who wants to commence Science Flction with somothing good, oxcit-
ing and oasy to recad.

Arthur R, Uelr.

ASTEROID 7iAN by R.L, Fanthorpe Zadger Books 2/-

The blurb rceds ‘moro terriblc then a nova, stroogoer than
gravity, he could diroct destiny’. Thls, about tho vgflain, is
spouted with ninor varlations by cach character in turn to doseribe
tho 'asteroid man'. It gets a triflo wearing efter a time.

The tine is the 23rd contury, tho place is the solar system.
l’an has reached and occupicd the plancts and has ovon made one or
two oxploratory trips to Prexima Cemtaurl. Iio has at the samo
time como to tho decision that he is not aleno in the universo and
that his ncighbours might not be friondly. In ordor to be prep-
ared for anything hc has sct up a systen widec defonco corps. lfhen
the story opens wo jeln tho observers of one part of thils system,
the asteroid watch. WUorking on the principle that anyone wishing
to hide a space ship in the solar systow would pet it in the
asteroid bolt thoy usc a gadget which oounts tho astoroids extrom-
oly quickly. Thorg arc¢ 2,812 of them &nd hence e ocount would
dotcet any additions. Az cxtra onc is detocted and 5 ships are
sont out to find it, undsr tho loadership of the hero, Squedron-
Leader Grog iasterson. He is muoh givon to philosophical musings
whioh, I supposo, are intended to show that despite his actions
ho's rcally just a mild introvort at heart { eor pcrhaps to aid
rcodor ldontification?). They find the astoroid, thelr guns,
bombs and rockots fall to fire and they arc drawn to the asteroid
by a nysterious forece., They erash ond only linstorson survives.
This has the advantage of reducing tha plet to its simplest form -
on¢ of us (tho gopdics), onc of them {the boddies), and the girl.
The girl in this cose is a princess - from Altair - kidnapped by
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the astercid man. OGreg is captured by the villain's retainers end
brought before him. The asterold man, who ¢f1ls himself Ultimus,
'"The End' ( and he is!) is immortal, an exile from his native
planet for various ¢rimes including that of comsidering hinself
fitted to bo tho Lord of 411 and attempting to claim this position.
For some reason hisz fallows had mutilated him boforo sctting him
pdrift and this had complctcd the job stortecd oy his inborn paraneia
and turned him into an insano, cvil genius. Prlor to ontorlng the
Solar System ho had raided the Altairian Empire, for the princoss,
and left with tho Altairians on his tail. By various moans Greg
cscapes from his clutches ord is proparing to mako a last stand
whon the cavalry, in tha shapc of thec conmbinod Alteirian and Eorth
foreces, arrives 2nd winds up the story.

I didn't enjoy this btook and to find out why I considered 1t
under three headings - bapsic idea, plot development, and character-
isation. First the basgic idea, that of the invosion of the solsr
systom by o single individual rather then e raco is one that appeals
to me, ¢ven if its not new. The plot itsclf follows tho normel
line for this typo of story - discovery of monacc, interception,
various skirmishcs and then final victory. The ckaraoters repre-
sent one of the flows of the story in that they are purely stock
figures. ‘Thero's the hero, scared but detormirned, the villaeiln, s
gonuinc mad scientist, & genius whe's too stupid to win, the princoss
Just there to be reseved, end the leader of the Earth ferecs, a
genereal who's just a sinple soldier et hcart, The other major
flaw ir this story is the rather stiltcd dilalogue. eanrthorpo can
do Yatter than this, cven tho' he has yet to write anything roally
mecnmorabla,

Not recommended unless you nust rced cvcrﬁiging putlished as SF.

HYDROSPHERE by i.J. lYerak  DBadger Books 2/-

I was not inprcssed with this book at all and as there are no
raferoncos as to which oge group this 1s intonded for I suppose
that it is intonded for young and old alike. The plot is corn! At
thet it 1sa’t even harvested properly sincc the author touches on
anough metcrial for a triology thereby doing nothing Justice.

It deals m&;ﬂix wlth the cffcct ono man has on & situation
now six aor soven, " ¢Sin oxistenco. Of a bunch of colonists forced
to beat a hasty Yotreat from aen alien race who destroy anything
aliet to themsclves by virtue of thelr superior tochnology. The
here has errived unannounced at onc of the underwater refuges by
8 ncans ncver dicsclosed and suffering from a sad casc of amncela.
Ho slowly recovers Prom thic to lead some follow agents {also
amncsiacs) back out to the surface. ihilst erossing the jungle
all but two of thc party arc disposcd of by thc over watehful aliens.

The hero cnd his fricnd find the cnti-gravitator (their vessel)
quite unteuched and eseape to the space ship in 1ts safe orbit.
They take off for the grcat beyond in en cffort to get in front of
the alien expansion so as to uso their infallible weapon. During
their travels they touch a colony of para-psychics who obligingly
giva them back thelr complete mental potterns and thus refreshed
thoy continuo until at lagt a planet is reached whare contact is
mada - and here is whore tha wholeo eorny goag oxplodes.
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The drive of tue ulicns £s of & type unable to withstand
aertain magnetic phenonena existing in certain types of star clouds
whoreas thelr's (Eerth’s} ¢an, Terran sc¢ientists have decided
that to destroy just one elien ship will) bring the whole pack
(from everywhere?) ir hot pursuit and that they should be led into
the nearest suitable star cloud.

They do! For some reason it works and the whole lot rlile
into disaster as planncd. The Pied Piper roads bettor then this.
Pass by whon you sc¢ this on thc sholves.

Tora Heatley.

OUT OF THE DARKNESS by R.L. Fanthorpe  Badger Books 2/-

Whilst fantasy isn't my cup of tea and thus I'm disqualified
from moking an authoritative review on auch li;crature this did
read, t0 m¢, & bit boetter than its ocompaniopr (Hydrosphore - s0o0
above). llainly beceauvse its thin plet dldn't flop so bedly. I'm
not genned up on Lgyptology, nor do I supposc aro the mass of tho
reading publi¢, eo I can't comment on the authenticity of the
stor¥. It concorns tho conflict botwcen a group of hugo half-
boast balf-nenlike gods and a stoically dotormined Scofland Yard
detoztive. i

My meain criti;m of this book, ac with all of its type, 1s that
it 15 stereotypod. The author uses a slick style of wrlting that
sooms t0 be tho trede mark of the cheap pbs of today, glossing
over his thin glot by the uso of adjoctivos that tond to bocome
ropotitious and finally guitc void of mecaning.

Tom Hoatlcye.

THE STAR OF LIFE by Edmond Hamilton Crest Books(liuller} 2/6d

This is undoubtedly space opera of the highest order.
Hamiitor has a reputation for this type of story since bis now
c¢lassic STAR XKINGS. The plot is the self inflicted hypotheraia
of & 20th oentury spaseman, {symbolically the first) cast among
four varieties of the species Nomo-3aplicns when his Tunaway spaoce-
ship returns on a comet: orbit to be sradually waTmed up (at ghe
corTect rate) upon re-entry inte the Earth's atmospherc meny
thousands of yedars hence.

The resultant adventurcs make enjoyable reading if taken as
a countor to the loglcal sccuracices of zay TEE CAYRS OF STEEL.
Recomricndod.

Ton Heatloy.

These psople joired after the amended 1ist had aslready been put on stencil,
80 I'm squeezing them in heres
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SCIENCE FANTASY
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THE GAUDY SEADOUS by John Drunncr. Tale of a dru%-pealar who tries
to onslave _his addicts - Morritt did it bottor with Scven Foot-
prints to _Sotan, but this is & nwueh slighter work. TcChn
details well worked out, buvt I couldn't marage to belicve in the
lcve~intorost. B minus.
%02ﬁT¥R€?RT by Robfrg 5%1vcrkc§géh Antaccdr agd o politic{nn %rf
; a0

pgycho og?ggsﬁrggglfug¥ngst¥cgr pc§58nafit%€§'5ﬁa°?t°¥ °ﬁo“8ﬁo°
loscs on the doal. Ingenieus, but none of toc cheracters ecame to
lifc for ma, su I couldn't caro about their sucecss. Silverborg
can draw for pore “living' charactore thon this. C minus.
STAGE-STRUCK by Brian /. Aldiss. Sheuvld hevo boen ¢alled "Race
agalnst Time" boing an cccount of 2 raco betweon @ space-ship
(with timc-capsulc otinched) and & stago-coach. Tsual trouble
with time-travellers who cennot it themeelves into the social
mores of the peried theoy are visiting, but with & nice twist end-
ing. Herdly SF, bet geod light fiction. B.
EDGAR RICE BURROUGES by Sam ltioskowitz. After writing soch goed
studtes as those on llaty Shcllcy and Cyrano dc Bergerac, lloskowitz
1s getting worsc and worso. This, 1ike his last or Merritt, is
full of side tralls after stories we havon't rcasd by authors wa
novar want to hear eof. Intcrosting to thc U.3. cellcctor of out-
of-print mags. but sheuld be hcavil{ odited before belng proscnted
Eor British coﬁ?umptlen. Cut to holf its lcngth and sticking to

urroughs and s Work only it @ight ba goed; as it is - cgll it
D plus.
Gover by Lewis ~ why have none of his humanoids any sarms%?

No. 42.

FLANET OIl PROBATION by T.T. licIntosh. Study of a nan whoso job is
to mako decisions, and who's tco unccrtaln of himself to de so. I
can't imeging how he'd cver get the job he's supposed to hold, nor



can I imagine why people didn't spot the Tecognisable Teature of
the poisonons plants in the first place, ccnsidering what it turned
out to ba! Too unlikcly! OC minus for Charity.

IMPRINT OF CHAOS by John Brunnor. It's merc unliliely than eveon
Dunsany et his most “clfin" but so well told that you don‘t worry
about that - it's & land of c¢nchantmont for tho reader as well es
for its inhabitents. A-
DEITIES, INC. by Hamucsrud and Smith. The idea - of omploying ola
Gods to help davelop backward peoples on primitive plancts -~ 1is

ncw and good, but the authors' sl:ill isn't up te it. Wooden but
alive in patches; I'll look forward to their noxt whon thoy've

nad moro practisc. C.

THE DRYaD-TREE by T.DB. Swanr. I've met this plot before somowherc,
but I don't romowber where - quite pleasantly told. A minus.
Cover by Lewis -~ HORRIBLE! 4cus' threone has acquired & Kremlin
star, instead of the traditional sunburst; Juggernaut hes scarlet
robes inatead of the grecn assigned to him by Hindu tradition, and,
worst of all, the Horse Odin is wearing a Japancse bilkeado-type
hgad-dross, instead of his Viking winged helmet! In the middle
distanco Ishtar has got hold of Pomona'’s lorn of Flenty! Ploase,

Brian, use the now Larousce Dictionary of YMythology, and sparc us
such bcastliness'

Arthur R. Weir.

NEJ_WORLDS.
Ho. 95.

OUT-PATIENT by Jamcs 'fhite. DOr. Conway, assisted by Dr. Prilicle
of Visitor at Larpe does 1t agaln. I'vo often wondorod whon some-
one woul ako physical metamorphosis as a subjoct for SF, and
hero it hes been done very well. A minus.

CREATURES IMCORPORATED by Larry liaddock. “lebster” a versatile
BEY bocomes Joint founder of a tourist apgency for cxtra-tcrrest-
rials visiting Barth. Good fun, and sowo cheerful guying of psi -
and about timo too. B.

CHRCNOPOLIS by J.G. Ballard. Incroasingly complox urban 11fo cen
only bo kcpt going by olaboreto “steggering® of hours, whiech
domands increasingly accuratc time-kecping, till the populaco got
so sitk of rcgimontastion that they rcvolt and dostroy timepiccos
and civilization., Intoresting 1dce, but T couldn't quite boliave
it, though tha twist ending ic commecndabla.

50 LDIERS RUNMING by Brian . Aldiss. The basie plot 1s that af
Wolls' Rew Accelorstor but usod for military purpescs, and with

a psychological backgroond that VWells could never hava imagined,
Nastily convincing. B minus.

PURSUIT MISSILE by Phillip E. High. The cffcct of amploying &
wcapon for war hoforc it has had "thc bugs workcd out*. Slight
but divorting. C minus.
Non-Fiction : THE BELTS OF VAN ALLENl by Kcpncth Jehns. In onc
scnsc this artielo is promature, since the findings are tontative,
but thoy are certainly intcrc&ting, and the final suggostion about
the origin of the inner bolt is Gilbertian.

EDITORIAL : rather over-colourcd account of the BSFA con. but we'ro
glad you cnjoyed 16, Tcdl

Cover by Jarr - the astronomical background obvieusly derived from
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the recently-published lorng-cxposure colour photos of the Heavens.
The human eye would never {worse luck!) percelve these colours!

No. 96.
TIIE FATAL FIRY by Kenneth Bulmer ; this serial will bte raviewod
when completo.
THE REALISTS by Richard Graham. llew technique for prevonting ®cold
war pervos”, btat I don't soc it swcgooding in our day - probably
not in any other, cither. C minus,
THE WINGYS & THE ZUZZERS by Robert Tilley. Anothoer lMow Acceclerator
plot, allicd Lc Russcll's Waitebits in reverso so to say. Discroctly
dodgos when it bocomcs ncecscary Lo teach the children the 'faets of
1life". Fecbly amusing. D.
HOMIMG TANTALUS by Guorge Jhitley. lair plot dircet parellcel of
Bortram Chandler’s L. 0dd but quite rcadable. C plus.
HOMENT OF DECISION by if.17, Whiteferd, Idcalistic young tcchnician
Pinds that the whole social systam of 8 uuppofcdlv porfeet world is
founded on & Troud - should he tell? I wouldn't worry. D.
NUCLEAR JUSTICE hy Lance Rorne. a good short yarn, but the gimmick
killer is exactly %hat used in E.C. Bentloy's crime short The Sweet
hot published in 19\-. E nirnus.

n-Fiction : OUTWARD BOUMD by Kcnneth Johns. Interesting material
on satell*teg for special purposes, with a suleide sideline at the
end., Good chtual stuff well presantcd. B.
EDITORIAL : Iinal survey ef ancwers to Ear) Kemp's "What is Wrong
with S¢icnco Fiction." Intercsting, hLut why doos vditor Carnell
say that SF mags. arc in a period of "moral regrossion? Docs he
imply that thcir morals are goiting worso, which it what this says
on the facc of it? Or did hc mncan “apparont regression® as he says
lator, which is something cntirely different?
Cover by Lewls. Geod, Lewis' fantastic geomctries exactly suit the
radar apparatus le bar chosen oo illustratc, and it's not, as so
often, overicaded with distracting and un-nccessary dotails.

Mo. 97,
THE WATCLTOWEL by Bill 3ponecr. The old oil vherc alicns frem the
farthest universce tako over human beings, projecting their person-

alitics by hyperspace radio powercd by a supcrrova. If all humans
were like the two doscritod, it cruld be ~n inprovement at that. D.
STILL TIME by David Porter. wells' New dccelerator plot again!

(3 times in 3 igsuesn! This time in a world in which police and
criminals have various and assorted psi powers - pity the title gives
away the main zimcick. C pluz,

THE FUNUEL by Harold Parsons. T first ran across this plot as ]BE
Hole that Grew ip a 1928 Anmazing Steries! The Tempersl Rift in Tew
Worlds 16 had it too. It's a nice domesticated funnel that sucks

up nuelest wcapon° - I suppose its suited to the brains of A)ldermps-
ton marches e .

ALIEN FOR FIRE by Larry liaddock. ‘ebster of Creatures Incorporated
{No. 9%5) blossoms out Tinding jobs for exira-terrestrials on Earth.
Not quite so geood es thc farmor tale, C.

NO RETURY by Ceorge YWhitley. Liko his story in the last issue,

this 15 conceracl with £ime-traclks that should be parallcl, but got
tangled semewharc. Ingenious. B.
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Non-Fiction * SPACE TO-DAY by Kennoth Johns. liore sbout space and
the Van Allen belts, including a new ingenious theory to explain
the expansion of the visible universe {but thils electrical imbalance
should be detectable in etomic spectra surely, if Schroedinger's
equations apply}s Also a use for artificial satellites in checking
the Einstein GCenaeral Relativity Theory. An unlucky misprint mekes
nonsense of an intercsting desoription of the investigation of
Venus by radar.

EDITORIAL : Ted Carnell reviows lieinlein's "Starship Troopers™ at
length and with shrewd comments.

Cover by Jarr - his c¢lose-up heslthily sun-tanned bhuman 1s better
looking than Lewls' grey-green purple-pink oxamples of the genre
over were.

Ho. 98,

THE FATAL FIRE by Kenneth Bulmer, completed in this issue. This is
a futuristic version of Disrmell's "Sybil, or the Two Nations", man-
kind 41g divided into ths Aristos, immensely wsalthy, handsome, and
lgading livos of extreme luxury, but in & world of cut-throat
ecopomic competition in which assassination is en every-day affeir,
end in which the weakest zo to the wall without mercy, the Gompany
Workers, servants apd skilled techmicians, living as paid employees
of an Aristo, or ol one or other of the immense Aristo business
concerns, and the Pogl - ie the permanently unemployed, living a
Jungle-type life in such slums as are not worth reclaiming,

The tales arc intertwined of a young Aristo trying to outfight
and ouismwart a ruthless business adversary, and of Julisn and REd,
two young FPool men who try to elimb irte the Aristo ranks, assisted
by the fact that Juliar has precognition of &anger.

The shifts back and forth batween the main groups of protag-
onists make the action jerky and disjointed, which is & pity since
it is otherwlse a good yarn.

It's weakest point is the author's “footnote® running to no
less than three pages, explaicing what were the basic ideas he
chose to develop and how they are rolated te present day trends.

In a capadle professional author's work ene looks to have such
points neatly sandwiched into the story ntself ~ after the faakior
of Heinlein, for example! For which rasason C plus only.

THEORY by John Rackham. An account nf the final psychological
testing of the captain of ac interstellar expedition., The ldea is
good, but the charecters give the imprescion of having been care-
fully tailored to fit the plot. The author must guard against
repetition of good ideas - the use-the-gadget-in-reverse gimmick

at the end, was one he also used in his story Curse Strings.
minus.

THE DOORVAY by lynne Whiteford. The plot is & compound of Rayer's
ADAPTABILITY (New Vorlds lio. 6} with Guthrie's DREATHING SPACE
{ScienceFantasy 19). Well done, but by no means original. c.
THE BEST POSSIPLE YORLD by Richard #ilson. Life in an orbital
satellite by e man and his small son, sole survivors of the Big
Bang; trite at first, it develops inte something really touching
towards the end. E.

LEIITLRSS LIFE by Kenneth Johns. The anthora are so onthralled

by the problems of the origin of life that they stick their necks
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out more than usual, For example T much doubt whether they can
find any written references in philosephy to the problem of life
garlier than BOO P.C., and thoy claim that philosophers have inve-
stigated 1t since Heandcrthal times! The account they give of the
origin of life is interesting end well documentad, except that,
just at the end they say “Alfven has proposod a nrochanise for the
formation ¢f the Solar 3ystcm bascd on gpegneto-hydro-dynamics....
which shows that almost cvery star must have o system of planets.!

They then go furtlor and cay “ecvery dwarf GO typo star....
will have planets similer....to our own solar systcm....there will
bo & twin-mooned red plenet similar to liars....v

Fow this is nonscrse. Our mathematics is not sufficiontly
doveloped tc develop Alfven's ideas in detall to start with, and
the resemblancc between planetary systens of GO dwarf stars would
ba of no more than a vory gcneral overall statistienl similarity.

Serry -~ C.
Covor by Lewls. Good striking design rather spolilt by a pair of
irregular body-centred crystal-lattice cubos floating around
unconneetod with anything clsc in tho dcsign.
Arthur R. ‘ifeir,

SCIENCE FICTIOK ADVENTURES
Storics rated on three counts, ldea, plot developaont, and
characterisation; with &, B and C gradings.

o, 15.

THE FIRST RETURN by Lan Wright. The story concarns the return of
the first intersteliar expedition with half the erew possessed by

a symbieotie alicn lifo form. This half of thc crew convinees the
autherities that it is the other erew members that are possessed
and enlists official help to hunt them down. Doctor Kollo stumbles
across this situation ard trys to help the unaficetcd crow mombers.
The basic idea is not new ard is not treated in any new fashion -
give it B. The plot likewlso is nothing cut of the ordinary,
ceithor good nor bad, also D. The charactars alsc ere unexceptional
the aliens ip particular do not scen to be real, onother B. This
story 1s bost summed up &s 'read and forget'.

THE DEDICATED ONES hy lelscn Sherwood, liap, having casf the boam
from his own eyc, socks fc assuage his guilt feclings by oxtcending
& heclping hand to othors less fortunate than himself. Unfortunatly
the natives of Lancion IIT have no need of help. Thay are however
sonsitive to the feclings of others and se they fole up somo bad
conditions so that the Earthmen will not be disappaintod. Thosc
conditions ceuse some mental anguish to .the colonel, who they have
rescued from @ wrock and patched up, sinte he cannot reconcile the
two actions. How the Earthmen come to realisc that thoy aro not
neaded forms the basis for the story. The tasic idea is an interest
ing extrapoclation of human behaviour, give it B plus. Plot devel-
opmont is nothing spectacular, givo it B. Of the characters only
colonel Ramsden is of iptcrest and then mainly for the indication
of how it would fecl to be o centour - B plus., I'd likoe to hear
more about the colonel.

ORICINAL SINMER by Brian Aldiss, Set in a future war this is the
story of one man's fight against the stupidity and futility of the
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cxistence forced upon him by sosiody., Tuc idec and the plot aro
secondary to the charactorisation and only rato B. The character-
isation rotcs an A as an axcellent study of a man caught in on
impossible situation. I wop't forgot Max Fleot 1o o burry.
MESSENGER BOY by Jim Harrnon. Aliens invade a pacifist colony and
como off sccond best. A good idoa, giwe it B plus.

, 16.
ﬂaTdbe OF NEAMDERTHAL by Brian Aldiss. Against & background of a
restrictive soclsty a scientist is sent to a plapet where several
police ships have been lost. His jJjob is to find out what has gone
wrong whilst to all intents and rpurposes visiting a former tutor
of his. He finds that tkis person is the cause of the trouble.
Briefly he has discovered that when Cro-¥Nagnon man took over from
Neanderthal on farth there was a certain amount of intsrbreeding
apd hence most people have a portion of thelr brain inherited from
Meanderthal. This is usually inactive since Cro-llaghon aad Heand-
erthal thinking are incompatable. [lowever under the proper stim-
ulus that part of the brein can be activated and become dominent in
certain peoplo. The pastulated difference betweon the two ways of
thinking is very well shown. Because of ths nature of the story
the plot and characterisetion are rather serappy. The idea how-
ever 1s one of the most original and interesting that I've encoun-
tered for some time and weil worth an A, T would howaver like to
se0 what sort of culture the Neanderthal man postulated hcre would
evolve if left alone. ifith its psi ovortones it would mako an
excollont story for SFA's companion megazine SCIENCR FANTASY -
how about it HMr. Aldiss?
TRON HEAD by B.C. Tubb. A very good story on tho thome of 'how to
be top though irforior®, with the pai powers as the talcnt undor
oonsideration. Its difficult to grade & humoursus story but I'd
give this at loast B plus if not A.

JAG.

Strictly spcaking the rcprint magazinas, ASF, FLSF, and
Galaxy, aro not British magazines but hero is as good a placo as
any to acknowledge the reviow copics of thom that we recelvo.

The only thing in them that I'm going te reviow now 1s the serial
from FuSF “Starship Soldier“. This is, in my opinion, tho most
notable story to appear in any sf magezine in rocont ycars.

The story, such as 1t is, is rather disconnected. It traces
the eareer of Juan Rico ac he goes throogh tho toughest military
tralning of hils time( and of all time as well! ) The perted is
some centuries in the future, man is spread over several star
systems and has a politicel get-up in which o2ly veterans from the
forces have the right to vote and take affice. The story itselr is
nothing more or less than Helnlein's arguments for this system.
His argument iz that the right %o vote is the right to exercise
power over the state and that those who wish to have that power
should have to sarn it.

"Since the Pranchise 1ls the ultimate in human authority, we
insure that all who wield it accept the ultimate in sociael resp-
onsibility -~ we require that oach person who wishes to exert
sovereign control over the state to wager his life - and lose it
if need@ be - to save the life of the state. The meximum respon-
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5ibility @ human being car accept is thus equated to the ultimate
authority any human can exert.”

Read it and think it over. iiuch of the material is relevant
to modern life, espscially the follouing (espscially fer the
attention of the anti-gambling, anti-vice and anti-bomb campaigners,
to name only a few).

“llan iz what he i3, a wild animel with the will to survive and
{sc far) the ability, egainst all competition. Unless you accept
that, anything you say about norals, war, politice - you nape it -
is necessarily nonsenhse. 0Gorrect iworals srise from knowing whet
Man i1s - not what do-gooders and well-meaning old Aunt Nellies
would like him to be."

For the record this story wen the jiugo award oy best novel
of the year at the Pittszburgh World 3F Convention this year.

TRAVEL BY WIRE {cont.

Ve also had a good deal of trouble through interference end
induetion. You see, our apparatus picked up verious clectricel
disturbances and supsrimpescd them on the object under trans-
mission. As & result pany poeople came out looling like nothing
on Barth and very little on lars or Venus. They could usually be
straightened out by tic plastie surgeong, but some of the products
had to be sesn to be believed.

Fortunately these difficulties have been largely overcome
now that we use the micro~beams for our carrier, though now and
then sccidents still oceur. T expect you renember that big law-
suit wo bad last year with Lita Cordova, thc tclevision star, who
elaimed 21,000,000 damages fron us for allcged losc of beauty.
8he agserted that one of her eyes had moved during a trapsmission,
but T couldn't see any difference myself and nor could the jury,
who had erpugh opportunity. Sho hed hycsicries in the court when
our Chief Electrician went inLo the bex and said bluntly, to the
alarm of both sides' lawyers, thaot if anything really hai gone
wrong with the trapsmission, iliss Cordova wouldn't have been eble
to recognise herself had any cruel person handed her a mirror.

Lots of people ask us when we'll have z service to Venus or

Mars. Doubtless that will come in tiwe, bot of course the diff-
lewltics are pretty considerable. There is so nuch 3un statie in
spacc, not to mention the verious reflecting layers everywhere.
Even the micro-waves ere stopped by the Aprleton "\|* layer at
1,000,000 ¥m. you know. Until we can pierce that Inhcrplenctary
sheres are still safe.
Well, I see it's pearly 22, sc I'd best be leaving. T have to be
in New York by midnight. fhat's that? ©Oh, no, I'm geipg by plane,
I don't "trave) by wire"! You see, I helped invent the thing!!t?

Rockeis for me! Goodnight?

FREE ADVERT.

Terence O'Heill, 37 the Crescent, Joerzley Road, Versley,
Uenchester, would like to obtain a hard-back copy of "Finished"
by H. Rider Haggard. Anyone got a copy they're willing to part with?
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Before I start I'1l just note thet I'm changling the method
whereby I indicate my coumonts - t'will now be brackets plus
stars - ¥(* iko this™* - ok?

Firat a word from our Presidont, Brlan Aldiss.

I partioularly liked Miko Lfoozcock's look at Pogko. This is
ood. Do you know anyonc coriously capablo of dcaling with John
awpor Powys - who is a greet Europcan if not a great novelist,

and who has recently turnecd to a sort of cosmological fantasy you
might label sf?

¥{* Prapkly no, T know as much about Powys' work as I do
about Peakc's - and thats vory littlo. Tfvo triod to road bota
nndtnot* 2t boyond tha first fovy pages. Porhaps Miko might liko
to try.

Jim Noxxie, 8 Grognbank lanc, Edinburgh 10.

wholcheartadly andorse the @onoral oplnion that tho bost
regular itom ig "General Chuntorings®. Y got moro cnjoyment and
information from that ono c¢englomoration of facts than I 4o from
the dozons of book lists thet I collect.

Thero is no doubt in my mird that thc bost ATOMille I havo
evar gcch 1s the one whieh adorns tho article PArchitoct of tho
Extroordinary".

As Ttogords MHowslottor 2; I find tho most interosting itoms
to bo thoaa regarding riction availablo in the near future in
paporback form. There was a well advanced list of Panthor titlos;
would it bo possiblc to do tho samo with Corgi, Digit ote. ?

Somo time ago thoro was a short story oompotition, the theme
being o knife; how about anothor such?

Aro tho Golaxy ond Nebulc chaokligts roady yot and if go how
much?

*{* Bvoryonc likos Genceral Chuntorings it socms. I and whon
I got advance Information about b“ooks and such I print it in
VECTOR or tho Newglottar, it all deponds on tho publishors. 4s
for tho short storics, I'd rather like to prinmt ony sont to mo
by mombors, a ¢ompotition adds to the work. T have got ono suck
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story lined up for VECTOR 1C, but for porc on this theme see my
editorial this issue [its not written s of cutting this =tencil
but thats one of the subjects that I interd tc cover). The Galaxy
cheeklist is on staneil, the Science Fantasy onc is complete on
paper and ready to go onto stencil, aud the Febula is still in
progress. They all aveit time {(we’re short of it y'know!) *)*

Ken lMcIntyre, 1 Hylton Streest, Plunsiead, London, S.E.1E,

A few comments on
VECTOR 8. Duping and

illos great! The >~ _=— -

sditorial sounds ares 4 - —

just right. Except / 7

for the odd point, » % S

it shapes up as an f \ \ " —
editorial should. ‘= —— — — et @

At least you are - -~ -
asking for articles and suggzesticns, and here’s ehe to start with.
*{* At first I thought this roferred to an article so I hastely
retrieved the envelope from tlie waste-paper basket - no luck.
Howaver I've made Ken a contributor by reprcducing the above ille,
from the tall eod of his letter! ¥)*

You seem to have received the impression that hunmour should
be excluded from the hallowed pages of VECTOR. Iow T feel that
this is a fallacy. Of cocrse hugour should be ircluded - humour
of the right sort and in the right anocunt.

The principles of promoting good sf or fantasy brings me to
Mike liocorcock's appreciation of Iervyn Pcake. T enjoyed this
masterful picce, ard hc's achicved that aim in my casc, for alth-
ough T have not rcad & great dcal of Peake, lilke has certainly
strengthened my resolve to do so at the varliest opportunity,

Joy Clerke's book reviows are cntertsining and pertinent.

Good reviews must do a tremendous lot for =ales.™(® T hope so sineo
its thon the bast way wa have of getting good af *)¥

The letter column 1c ac inseparabls az lungs, and tiabey's
remarks are qulte helprul to keep library devotees, whilst our
trusty treasurer Ah-cheae hac again stepped inte the treach and very
commendably clarified the financial l1ssue.

HOKUIL LiAYEE 1s an acusing artiele of just tho right size to
put over a point without labour. I wouldn't miss a word that Brian
has to say - certain names in sf and fantacy convey a slight magic
for me and Brian Aldiss i{s onc such. FKe is fast shuffling into
lipe with tho best fantasy writers, being colourful, amazingly
descriptivo, diabolically imeginative, and possessing & roguish
sense of humour.

KFS's GENERAL CHUKTERIIGS is helpful and welconc acs usual.

I ng*g baen busy, but my ccnsacienco, (or whatover passes for
it!) has been bothering me, 3o I docided that if so many nicc
people can take timc out to cormert or such a worthy verlodical,
thon so should I, and apart fror: that - I wantced to.

*{* Ytxnow 1 ean't dceide if T want more people to write or
not. liore lotters means moro stencil cutting snd oven perhaps
gotting another typer with olitc instead of plea type. On the
other hand its much more cnjoysblc when more pcople write, ) ¥



Fred Hunter, 13 Frecfield Road, Lerwick, Shetland Isles.

Your editorial brought & few nuestions to mhnd. FiTstly you
state opd I guote 'I'd like to feature original meterisl only, but
this looks like beirg imposeible' unguote. Yo need to esk why, I
suppese, as the answer wovld presupably te that there aim't enOU§h
originoel materie) coming to hard. *(¥ toc true, unfortunately!¥)

Secondly I disagree entirely that we, the nembers, want only
serious articles about sf ond rclated materiusl, T do not suggest
that VECTOR should be conducted on the facetious level of mogt
fanzines but please lets have more of such stuff as "Players of the
Lens". A wonderful story.

T wholeheartedly bLack your reguecst for detalls of psl exper-
imenrts ag I